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Start Something New-ish

for black students

Description:

This tool is designed to help equip students to lead a missional small group that intentionally
connects with black students on campus. It could be used at an HBCU (Historically Black
College or University), or even in a context where there is little ministry happening to reach
black students. The authors designed this curriculum to work in sequence, however some
context might require the leader to use this tool in a different order to reach the needs for
greater impact. We pray this tool will catalyze students to plant, grow, and multiply missional
communities that are intentionally connecting black students with Jesus.

TABLE OF CONTENTS/OVERVIEW

e Session 0: Prologue. Main Passage: John 1:35-49. Goal: To learn how to appropriately
reach out to your personal network of friends and identify the 5 thresholds of faith.
Active Response: Gather at least 3 others to walk with the remainder of the guide.

e Session 1: Invitation. Main Passage: Luke 14:15-23. Goal: To model Jesus’ compassion
for the outcast and beyond your circle of influence. Active Response: Network Map

e Session 2: Identity. Main Passage: 1 Peter 2:1-10. Goal: To reflect on what God says
about your ethnic identity. Active Response: Invite 2 friends to describe how they view
their own ethnic identity.

e Session 3: Intimacy with God. Main Passage: John 15:4-17. Goal: To identify healthy
ways to maintain your personal relationship with Jesus. Active Response: Listening
prayer prompt based on John 15.

e Session 4: Community. Main Passage: Mark 2:1-12. Goal: To practice the risks of
developing community. Active Response: Identify someone who you may need to build
a deeper relationship.

e Session 5: Risk-taking. Main Passage: Acts 8:26-39. Goal: To understand the risk of
sharing the gospel. Active Response: Give or receive an invitation to commit to
following Jesus.

e Session 6: Testify. Main Passage: Acts 26:6-23. Goal: To write out your personal
testimony. Active Response: Share your personal testimony with others.

e Session 7: Invitation... part 2 Main Passage: Luke 10:1-9. Goal: To inspire new believers
to continue to invite people to a relationship with Jesus. Active Response: Start a new
missional small group including both Christians and non-Christians.



THE DOUBLE IMPACT LIFE |

John1:35-49

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When
he saw Jesus passing by, hesaid, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 When the
two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.

38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you
want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you
staying?”

39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went
and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day
with him. Itwas about fourintheafternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two
who heard what John had said and who had followed
Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his
brother Simon and tdl him, “We have found the
Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son

‘ ’ of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when
translated, is Peter).

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding
Philip, hesaid to him, “Follow me.” 44 Philip, like Andrew
and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip
found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one
Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from
there?” Nathanael asked. “Come andsee,” said Philip.

47 When Jesus saw Nathanad approaching, hesaid of him, “Here truly is
an Israelite in whom there is no decet.” 48 “How do you know me?”
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “l saw you while you were still under
the fig tree before Philip called you.”49 Then Nathanid declared, “Rabbi,
youaretheSon of God; you are theking of Israel.”

You and Jesus

You and Others

Network:

from Bethsaida

Nathanael

Unnamed
Disciple Network:
John’s Disciples

1. Whatdo you likeaboutlJesusinthis passage?
2. Jesus knows your name. Are you moreskeptical like Nathanael? Or
do you liketoinvite people to see for themselves, like Philip does?

When you know the real Jesus, you joyfully invite others to check him out.

1.

2.

How do you fed about inviting others to explore
Jesus? Why?

Flip over the page to think about theimpact your life could
have.
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SESSION 1: Invitation

INTRO: Discuss a time when your invitation to something was rejected.
Example: asking for a date to a prom, inviting people to a birthday party, event on campus?

Watch & discuss Kev on Stage’s video: “Don’t Invite me over for Thanksgiving if...”
https://youtu.be/1VRVrt57yrg

Why are these conditions of a Thanksgiving dinner dreadful?

What would make you reject an invitation to a meal gathering?

HEAR THE WORD: Read Luke 14:16-23

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.17 At the time of the
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and | must go and see it.
Please excuse me.’

19 “Another said, ‘Il have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’'m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so | can’t come.’

21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and
ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.’

22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.”

23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that
my house will be full.

DISCUSS:

e How would you describe the characteristics of the servant? The owner? The invited?

e What is most significant about these excuses?

e \What are some of the excuses you make to Jesus’s invitation for a relationship?
Describe the impact this may have had on you personally.

e What is the significance of receiving an invitation to have a meal or party with the
Creator?

e Jesus talks about the poor, crippled, and lame, as those who are overlooked or
considered outcast. How have you personally felt overlooked?

e Who are those on our campus or in our society that are overlooked and may need an
invitation to Jesus’ party?

ACTIVE RESPONSE: Network mapping
Spend the next few minutes considering who the overlooked or outcast may be on our campus.
Begin to write out those individual names who you may want to connect with.
Example: Roommates, Specific Dorms, Social group, Majors
Use HBCU Network Map worksheet below developed by Tamice Spencer as a guide:


https://youtu.be/1VRVrt57yrg
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DEBRIEF:
What do you notice about your map? Who else could be invited?

CREATIVE OPTION: Design an Instagram invitation to a meal or party that Jesus may give you or
your friends (consider specific words, or phrases that may attract you to grow deeper with
him). Feel free to use canva.com to design this invitation.

EXPAND THE INFLUENCE: (Risk-taking!) Identify one of the individuals you wrote down in the
network map. Ask them to help you practice an invitation for a new small group. Before you
meet up, take some time to create a compelling invitation to this potential small group.

What is an example of a “bad” invitation?

List examples of compelling invitations.



SESSION 2: Identity

INTRO: Discuss a trending topic dealing with ethnic identity. (or choose from the following)
e Watch Childish Gambino’s video “This is America” and share thoughts and
interpretations. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYOjWnS4cMY
e \Watch a clip from Spike Lee’s Bamboozled
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C45g3YP7JOk (Blackface montage)
e \Watch Jay Z's video - The Story of OJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM7lw00vzq0

A minstrel show (as explicitly seen in Bamboozled & The Story of OJ) is a comical and musical
performance in which the characters deliberately made fun of black people by degrading them
as buffoons typically through wearing a “Black Face.”

e What is an example of modern day minstrel shows?
e How has the exploitation of your culture impacted the ability to embrace your own
ethnic identity?

HEAR THE WORD: Lectio Divina of 1 Peter 2:1-5; 9-10

NOTE: Lectio Divina (latin for Divine Reading) is a method of reading scripture that allows us to practice of
scriptural reading, meditation and prayer intended to promote communion with God.

Pray together and ask Jesus to speak as you read the Scripture.

The leader should read the passage out loud twice.
e Asyou read/hear the passage for the first time, pay attention to what stands out to you.
e Write down a word or phrase that stands out to you:
e Share that word or phrase out loud.
® Asyou read the passage a second time, ask God, “how does that phrase or word touch
my ethnic identity?”

1 Peter 2:1-5; 9-10

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn
babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have
tasted that the Lord is good.

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYOjWnS4cMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C45g3YP7JOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM7lw0Ovzq0

DEBRIEF/DISCUSS:
e What did you hear God say to you about your identity?
e How does this compare and/or contrast from the societal view of your culture and
identity?
e Read Genesis 1:27. What do you think it means to be created in the “image of God”?
e How does this shape your view of self?

CREATIVE OPTION: Write a poem or spoken word that illustrates your identity in connection
with 1 Peter 2:1-5; 9-10. Host an Open Mic night on campus with the Theme of “Identity.”

ACTIVE RESPONSE: Invite 2 friends to describe how they view their own ethnic identity. What
are the words/phrases that describe what they think of when they think of their ethnic
identity? Share with them your experience with the Lectio Divinia (Divine Reading) prayer and
what words or phrases came to mind.

EXPAND THE INFLUENCE: Guide one of your friends through the Lectio Divinia of 1 Peter 2:1-5;
9-10.



SESSION 3. Intimacy with God

INTRO:

It’s difficult to truly understand intimacy. Many of us have been hurt attempting to openly give
our hearts to family, significant others, and friends; only to receive our hearts back scarred with
a distorted image of intimacy seared on it.

Watch and discuss a Spoken Word video: “Ready or Not” by Ezekiel and Janette..ikz
https://youtu.be/T44LepcRUhk

What does intimacy mean to you? How have you seen a positive image of intimacy?

Intimacy with God helps you to be rooted in Him, to hear His voice of love and concern for you
as well as your community. Spending time with Him continually helps you to partner with the
Spirit and to experience His love and goodness regularly as you seek to reach your campus.

How would you describe your personal relationship with Jesus?

When was the last time you spent quality time with Jesus? Maybe you have never really knew
how to spend time. It’s okay. Here’s a way for you to initiate or reconnect to this intimacy
with God.

HEAR THE WORD: Read John 15:4-17 — as you read, Underline or highlight any words/phrases
that are repeated.

4 Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 | have told you
this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each
other as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14
You are my friends if you do what | command. 15 | no longer call you servants, because a servant does not
know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my
Father | have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will
give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.

DISCUSS:
e What does it mean to “bear much fruit”? (v.8, 16)
e How have you seen this type of sacrificial love in your life? (v.13)
e \What are the obstacles that have prevented you from “remaining in” or experiencing
intimacy with Jesus?


https://youtu.be/T44LepcRUhk

10

e What are some best patterns/practices to experience true intimacy with Jesus? (v.4)
o Suggestions: Monthly retreat of silence. Weekly Sabbath. Journaling. Daily
Prayer.
o other suggestions:

ACTIVE RESPONSE: Listening Prayer Prompt
(follow this prompt based on John 15. Leader should read this aloud)
e Close your eyes and sit or stand in a comfortable position.
e Imagine you are in forest covered with trees and luscious green grass as far as you can
see.
e But you noticed around your feet is burnt and dry ground. Lifeless. Cold.
o What does that feel like? Look like?
e Asyou start to walk around, every place you step begins to decay and die.
o  What do you do? What are you thinking?
o Asyou look at the path you have walked, you realize it symbolizes something in
your life. Maybe past failures, mistakes, pain, death.
o You notice a word burnt in the path where you walked. The word represents this
painful part of your life. What is that word or phrase?
e While you are looking down, Jesus walks towards you.
o What does He look like? How does He greet you?
e Asyou look up at Jesus, you notice that he walked over the same path you walked,
except what was once dead, is now flourishing with life.
e There is an object in his hands that you need. What is that object?
o On the object is a word that is written just for you. What does it say?
e AsJesus hands you the object, He whispers something in your ear. What does He say?

DEBRIEF:
e Share with a partner about the words and images you may have received during the
prayer.

e What are the patterns that you currently have in spending time with God?
e How can you begin to implement new habits this week? Tomorrow?

EXPAND THE INFLUENCE:

Identify two people with whom you can guide through this listening prayer prompt. Try the
prayer with at least 1 non-Christian friend. Encourage them to find ways to find intimacy with
Jesus. Write their names below. Check out tips on how to lead this prayer prompt in the
appendix




11

SESSION 4: COMMUNITY

INTRO: Watch clip: Did Ralph Want to Be the Only Lead Singer at One Point? | The New
Edition Story https://youtu.be/pzTO30PLbb4
o How would you describe the attitude of the community of New Edition in this
situation?
o What are the challenges from joining a new group?
o How do you define “community”?
COMMUNITY: a unified body of individuals: such as the people with
common interests living in a particular area; broadly
o How have you seen or experienced bad community? (cliques, holy huddles)
o How have you seen or experienced quality community?

Some of us may have experienced healthy examples of community in our families, frats, soros,
or church. However, there may be some of us who have experienced pain or rejection from
toxic ‘communities’ in our families, churches, schools, etc. This could possibly have influenced a
rejection of the entire concept of community.

God designed us to be stronger as we depend on each other while following Him. Here is a
story of a few friends whose interdependence empowered them to do anything for their friend
in need.

HEAR THE WORD: Read Mark 2:1-12

2 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come

home. 2They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and
he preached the word to them. 3Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of
them. 4Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof
above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. > When Jesus saw their
faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

®Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like
that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to
them, “Why are you thinking these things? ® Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? * But | want you to know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, ** “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go
home.” 2 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they
praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”

Watch the video rendition of this story from Urbana 12 “The Roof”
https://vimeo.com/56505529

DISCUSS:
e What do you notice about the four friends’ attitude towards helping their friend in
need?

e \What motivated the four friends to action?
e \What was their purpose?


https://youtu.be/pzTO3OPLbb4
https://vimeo.com/56505529
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e List examples of types of communities/groups with a purpose.
e What is the significance of a Christian community having a purpose?

Community takes risks together.
e What were the risks the friends took for their friend?
e \What are the risks you need to take to grow deeper in community with Jesus?
e How can you take risk to build community on campus?

ACTIVE RESPONSE:
e Identify someone who you may need to build a deeper relationship with (refer to your
network map). Choose any of the following.

o Take the risk to reach out to this person or persons and invite them to a meal or
coffee

o Host a spades night - invite 6 others to come (This may be VERY risky... but what
if you actually taught someone to play? While they were on your team!)

o Cook a spaghetti dinner (or buy a pizza!) and invite your neighbors to share.

DEBRIEF: Community is interdependent. Debriefing in community allows us to both give and
receive.

e How would you describe the friends’ interdependence?

e What are the challenges of interdependence?

e How can you prevent your community from becoming a clique?

EXPAND THE INFLUENCE:

Encourage a nominal Christian from your network map or currently in your campus
chapter to begin reaching out to non-Christians on your campus who may be in need for
community. Refer to examples in Active Response section above or Appendix.
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SESSION 5. RISK TAKING

INTRO.
Watch & discuss video clip: Black Panther — Enlisting M’Baku - https://youtu.be/ZvY6JnkgXU4
e \What were the challenges with enlisting M’Baku?
e How did Black Panther’s family face those obstacles?
e Describe an occasion that required you to take a big risk. Consider the active response
from the previous session.
e \What were the challenges that influenced your approach to the risk?

Risk taking is essential when following Jesus. In Luke 9:57-62, Jesus informs those who want to
follow Him that they will live a life of risk-taking. Philip, one of Jesus’ disciples, took many risks.
In Acts 8, we see him listening to the Holy Spirit and to the Ethiopian Eunuch. We need to listen
to the Spirit and also to our friend’s questions as we take risks on campus.

HEAR THE WORD: Read Acts 8:26-39

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important
official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man
had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of
Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you
are reading?” Philip asked.

31 “How can |,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,

and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth.”

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can
stand in the way of my being baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his
way rejoicing.

DISCUSS:
e How does Philip respond to the Spirit?
Describe the risks of Philip’s interaction with the Ethiopian eunuch.
Describe the risks of the Ethiopian eunuch.
What is risky about following Jesus?
List the factors that influenced the eunuch to follow Jesus.
Based on Isaiah 53 and Acts 8:32-33, how would you explain the risk of Jesus’ sacrifice
on the cross?


https://youtu.be/ZvY6JnkqXU4
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ACTIVE RESPONSE: Call to faith
What is the “good news about Jesus” (v.35)?

Invitation:

We are a community that is seeking to know and follow Jesus everyday. Jesus invites us into a
relationship with Him, a relationship that is made possible by the risk of His sacrifice on the
cross. In the cross, all the power of sin and death died with Jesus. All the debts owed have been
paid. And because Jesus rose from the dead, we can start over and a new life is possible. Llke
the Ethiopian eunuch, would you like to make a decision to commit to a relationship with
Jesus? If you are ready to walk to Jesus and restore your relationship with him, | would like to
invite you to pray this prayer with me:

Prayer:

God, | believe Jesus is Your son, the Savior of the world. | believe He died on the cross for me
and bore all my sins, paying the cost for me. | believe in my heart that you raised Jesus from the
dead and that He is alive today. | ask that you forgive me for the wrongs that | have done. |
receive your forgiveness into my life. By faith | receive Jesus as King over every part of my life.
Change me, make me the person you want me to be. | give you my heart, | give you my life, |
want to know you more! In Jesus name Amen.

Write down the next steps for you on your spiritual journey:
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SESSION 6. Testify!

INTRO.

In the black church, there are sometimes groups of “elite individuals” who hold the title of
“Evangelists.” Some of us may consider the idea of evangelism to be limited to the experts.
Why? We may have internal dialogue like, “What if | just started following Jesus?” “What if
someone ask me tough questions?” “What if | don’t know the answer?” “I’'m not strong
enough.” “I'm still struggling with my own issues, how can | bring someone else to Jesus?”

Typically, it’s not having the right answers to difficult questions that will win friends over to
Jesus, but rather actually being able to share the story of how Jesus is transforming our lives.

Watch & discuss this clip: Michelle Obama Motivational talk https://youtu.be/SEe_ XGHwLOQ
What impact has overcoming obstacles made in your life?
What are themes from this clip that are significant to you?

The following passage is Paul explaining his testimony to King Agrippa after being in prison. As
you read this passage, consider the obstacles Paul overcame throughout his story.

HEAR THE WORD: Read Acts 26:6-23

6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that | am on trial today. 7 This is the
promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. King
Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing me. 8 Why should any of you consider it
incredible that God raises the dead?

9 “l too was convinced that | ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And
that is just what | did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests | put many of the Lord’s people
in prison, and when they were put to death, | cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time | went from
one synagogue to another to have them punished, and | tried to force them to blaspheme. | was so
obsessed with persecuting them that | even hunted them down in foreign cities.

12 “On one of these journeys | was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13
About noon, King Agrippa, as | was on the road, | saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing
around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and | heard a voice saying to me in
Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’

15 “Then | asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?'“ ‘l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up
and stand on your feet. | have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you
have seen and will see of me. 17 | will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. | am
sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by
faith in me.’

19 “So then, King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, then to
those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, | preached that they should repent and turn
to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds.21 That is why some Jews seized me in the
temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to this very day; so | stand here and testify
to small and great alike. | am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen—
23 that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of
light to his own people and to the Gentiles.”


https://youtu.be/SEe__XGHwL0
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DISCUSS:

What do you notice about Paul’s approach in sharing his story?
How would you describe Paul’s life before following Jesus?
What motivated Paul to begin following Jesus?

What did Paul do after encountering Jesus?

ACTIVE RESPONSE:

Using Paul’s model and the Big Story gospel presentation
(https://evangelism.intervarsity.org/resource/share-big-story), write out your personal
testimony of following Jesus.

1. Beauty. Acts 26:6-7. Describe the ways you have personally seen the beauty of God’s
creation in your life.

2. Brokenness. Acts 26:9-11. What was your life like before following Jesus?
e Describe the brokenness you have experienced because of your own sin and the
sin of others.

3. Redemption. Acts 26:12-18. What happened when you decided to follow Jesus?
e How have you seen the power of Jesus’ sacrifice rescue you from your
brokenness?

4. Restoration. Acts 26:17-23. What is your life like after deciding to follow Jesus?
e Who are the people God is send you to?
e \Where are the unreached places you and your IV chapter are called to reach out
to?

NOTE: As you make the gospel personal, no one can argue your experience. It may allow more
open spiritual dialogue rather than expecting you to have the “right answer” to a difficult
question.

DEBRIEF: Take 3 minutes and share your personal testimony with each other. How does it
connect with the way Paul shares his story? What did you learn about each other?

CREATIVE OPTION: Create an Instagram video sharing your story using the outline above. Feel
free to create no more than three, 59-second videos.

EXPAND THE INFLUENCE: Our testimonies are constantly evolving as we continue to grow in
our relationship with Jesus. It is a journey. Share your story with 3 others and use this
worksheet to walk one other person into developing their own story.


https://evangelism.intervarsity.org/resource/share-big-story
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SESSION 7: Invitation

INTRO.

Jesus gained new followers after inviting his 12 disciples in Luke 9 to reach out to the
surrounding towns. In the very next chapter of Luke 10, 72 of these new followers are given the
identical invitation to take risks and declare to the world that “The kingdom of God has come
near.”

Sip and Savor Coffee House is a black owned franchise in the Chicagoland area. There are
currently four locations. Watch & Discuss this news report: Real Chicagoans: Sip and Savor
Coffee House https://youtu.be/UOXKeyXeNEw
e What factors do you think enable a business to grow and spread to new
locations?
e What do you think limits a business from growing and expanding?

HEAR THE WORD: Read Luke 10:1-9

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town
and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! |
am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not
greet anyone on the road.

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.” 6 If someone who promotes peace is there,
your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you.7 Stay there, eating and drinking
whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to
house.

8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who are there
and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

DISCUSS:
e How does Jesus invite the 72 to His mission?
e Where do you see the plentiful harvest on your campus? In your city?
e What challenges and obstacles does Jesus warn his disciples?
e How does this prepare you for reaching out on your campus?

ACTIVE RESPONSE. If you made it this far, Jesus is sending you out just like the 72! Where is
God calling you? Take this challenge: Gather a group of people in that area and start a missional
small group including both Christians and non-Christians. Feel free to lead your new group
through this booklet.

List the names of the individuals you will invite to be apart of your small group: (refer to your
network map)



https://youtu.be/UOXKeyXeNEw

DEBRIEF:
e \What are some of the highlights from what you learned in this booklet?
e What are ways you can continue to grow together with this group?

EXPAND THE INFLUENCE: After you finish walking your new group through this guide,
encourage them to start their own missional small group.
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